Exercise 4: Aesop’s Fable (for older pupils)

This fable by Aesop is about a fox and a crow. Reading it out loud either in pairs or on your
own, try and separate the words to make the story clearer. You may also add some
punctuation. After separating the words and reading the story, what do you think is the

moral of this story?

Onceuponatimeacrowcaughtsomefood.
Thecrowbroughtthefoodtoatreebranch.
Thiswasgoodfood.Thecrowheldthefoodinitsmouth.
Afoxwasalsowalkingbetweenthetrees.
Thefoxsawthecrowandthefood.
Thefoxwantedthefood.
Thefoxstoodunderthetreewherethecrowwassat.
Thefoxsaidtothecrow:

“crowyouarebeautiful.Youcandoanything.Youshouldbeaqueen. llackonlyonething.

Icannotsing. Ifyoucansingyouwillbequeen”.
Thecrowwantedtobeagueensoshetriedtosing.
Atoncethefoodfellfromthecrowsmouthtotheground.
Thefoxatoncecaughtthefood.
Thecrowwassadbecauseshewasfoolish.
Thefoxthensaidwithagreatlaugh:

“Ifyoulearnttobewiseyouwouldbeagoodqueen”.




